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Mr. Samuel J. Volkert YOUKET FILF 0PV . PEDEAAL i S COMHIBSON

Stephenson County Jail

202 E. Exchange

Freeport, IL 61032

Dear Sheriff Volkert:

Thank you for your letter which was forwarded to us by Congressman Manzullo
regarding the Commission’s Billed Party Preference (BPP) proceeding. On May 19, 1994
the Commission adopted a Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in this proceedlns 1
have enclosed a copy of the Further Notice and press release accompanying it for your
information.

The Further Notice sets forth a detailed cost/benefit analysis of BPP. This analysis
indicates, based on the available data, that the benefits of BPP to consumers would exceed its
costs. The Further Notice seeks comment on this analysis and asks interested parties to
supplement the record concerning the costs and benefits of BPP. The Further Notice also
invites parties to recommend alternatives to BPP that could produce many of the same
benefits at a lower cost.

The Further Notice also 1ﬂyseckscommem0nwbtbrcozmcﬂmﬂfacﬂxty
telephones should be exempt if is adopted. Specifically, the )
additional information on the effectiveness and costs of controlling fraud ongmltmg on
inmate hnesthhorwnhmnBPP The Further Notice also seeks comment on a proposal to
exempt prison telepliones from BPP if the operator service provider adheres to rate ceilings

for inmate cahmxca

BPP mﬁ not preclude prison officials from blocking or limiting inmate calls to
specific telephone numbers in order to prevent threatening and harassing calls. Moreover,
BPP would not affect the ability of prison officials to limit inmates to collect calling or to
program telephone equipment at the prison site to block certain numbers.
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
.1919 M Street

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I have been contacted by Sheriff Samuel J. Valk.tt. a censtitmt
from Freeport, Illinois, who is concerned about lilldd Part.y sl

Preference.

I have enclosed a copy of th. Qriginal '
appreciate it if you could
answers the questions and cOMe Y.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Aoratd #

Donald A. Mansullo
Member of Congress




OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF, Stephenson County}
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Samuel J. Volkert, Sherim

Congressman Donald Mansullo
U.S. House of Representatives
Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: CC Docket No. 92-77 Opposition to Billed Party Preference
Dear Congressman Manzullo: ,
We are opposed to the application of Billed Party Preference (BPP) at inmate tgcs!;;

¥We have analyzed the security and administration needs at our facility and hemw:
be necessary to route immate calls from our facility to a single carrier that:is
handle inmate calls and with whom we have a contractual relationship. ’
inmates to have open access to the teleccamunications network and the fred
carrier they please. BPP will take away our right to coordinate inmate m
carrier we know and trust. Instead, inmate calls will be routed to a
carriers, none of whom will have any obligation to us, and few that will be trgl
inmate calls.

We have also found it necessary to install phone equipment that is uu.ur g
inmate calls. This equipment helps prevent fraud, abusive calls, other criainal utivu,
over the telephone network. Given the constant budgetary constraints thet we are undar, W
cannot afford to provide this equipment without the help of inmate phoms service providsrs. -
BPP would eliminate the revenue stream that finances our inmate phones. If BPP is applied
to inmate facilities, there will be no way for us to finance thess phones, nor will thesre be.
inmate phone service providers to assist us. Without inmate phonss, the morale of ous-
inmates will be devastated. The resulting increass in tension will make it more mumxt.
for our staff to manage inmates. _

rurth.r-o:-. we are sensitive to thn rates L:n tuﬂm‘ o 2
inma i:::aff‘ l:x"m mu very r,

te o8 from s
lack of responsibility is EN®. Wik gi ‘”ﬂ we. oETy
celilings on inmate calls and them let Sheriffs eaferce %
contracts. Indesd wg beliave the overwhelaing meajori
requiring ratee M-z . ok ﬂt reasonable.

In short, BPP . .y ‘our ability to employ important security and administrative
measures that we: M to be necessary at our facility, ultimately reducing inmete phone
availability, whid tura decreased the efficiency of our staff. Please, 4o not adopt
reqgulations that & with our administrative and security decisions--decisions that are
clearly within our disdretion and which we have a public responsibility to make. bt

Reppectfully submitteq,

Samuel J. V rt, Sheriff
Stephenson County Jail

202 E. Exchange

Freeport, IL 61032
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